
DEVELOPMENT OF 
LISTENING SKILLS AND 

SCREEN TIME



Hearing

*Accidental Process

*No higher 
cognitive processes-
only 2 functioning 
ears

*Sound is detected

*Can be affected 
by disorders of the 
ear e.g. hearing loss

Listening

*Listening is an 
acquired skill

*Pay attention

*Meaning is 
attached to sound

*Requires normal 
hearing or hearing 
devices



IMPORTANCE OF LISTENING

ÅSURROUNDED BY AUDITORY(SPOKEN) LANGUAGE, 

ÅTHE CHILD IS CONSTANTLY LISTENING TO SOUNDS 

AND ASSIGNING MEANING TO THEM

ÅWHAT IS HEARD BECOMES WHAT CAN BE SPOKEN 

BY THE CHILD

ÅLEARNING TO READ BEGINS IN A CHILDõS EARS

ÅDIFFICULT TO RECALL WHAT A SOUND/LETTER 

SOUNDS LIKE IF AUDITORY SKILLSARE WEAK



DEVELOPMENT OF LISTENING SKILLS

ÅNOT NECESSARILY A LINEAR HIERARCHICAL PATH

ÅMULTIPLE SKILLS DEVELOP SIMULTANEOUSLY

ÅPROGRESS MAY PLATEAU

ÅAS A CHILD ATTEMPTS TO PROCESS MORE COMPLEX 

LANGUAGE THEY MAY REVERT BACK TO LOWER 

AUDITORY SKILL LEVEL

Å0-2 YEARS IS CRITICAL AGE FOR DEVELOPING LANGUAGE



STAGES OF LISTENING DEVELOPMENT

DETECTION

DISCRIMINATION

IDENTIFICATION

COMPREHENSION



DETECTION

ÅAWARENESS OF SOUNDS

ÅNOT NECESSARY TO ID THE SOUND, JUST SHOW IT HAS 
BEEN HEARD

ÅWHAT VARIES IS THE CHILDõS ABILITY TO INDICATE 
INTENTIONALLY AND CONSCIOUSLY THAT A SOUND WAS 
HEARD 

ÅCAN BE SPEECH  (EG. A CHILDõS NAME) OR 
ENVIRONMENTAL SOUNDS

Å0-6 MONTHS



DETECTION

RECOGNISING A RESPONSE:

ÅLOOK FOR PHYSIOLOGICAL REACTIONS

ÅLOOK AROUND SEARCHING FOR THE SOURCE

ÅSTOP AN ACTIVITY AND/OR LOOK UP

ÅTURN TO VOICE OR SOUND

ÅMAY IMITATE THE SOUND JUST HEARD

ÅOLDER CHILDREN MAY ASK: WHAT WAS THAT?



DISCRIMINATION

ÅDETERMINES IF TWO STIMULI ARE THE SAME OR DIFFERENT

ÅNO MEANING IS ATTACHED

ÅCAN BE GRADED E.G. DRUM VS TRIANGLE OR MOMõS VOICE 

VS DADõS VOICE AND THEN SENTENCE, WORD, AND SOUND 

LEVEL.

ÅCAN BE SIGNIFICANT EGDOG BARKING VS CHILD SHOUTING

ÅLESS DISTINCT- MAN VS PAN 



IDENTIFICATION

ÅMORE DEMANDING ðREQUIRES A RESPONSE (POINTING; 

REPEATING ; ANSWERING ;WRITING)

ÅSUPPORTED BY GOOD VOCABULARY AND LANGUAGE BASE

ÅNEEDS TO IDENTIFY THE ITEM

ÅTHUS PROVIDE A NAME FOR WHAT HAS BEEN HEARD

ÅTHE CHILD HEARS A DOG BARKING AND SAYS òDOGó

ÅAGAIN ON DIFFERENT LEVELS E.G. SOUNDS, WORDS, 

PHRASES, SENTENCES



AUDITORY COMPREHENSION

ÅNOT ONLY LISTENING BUT AN ACTIVE PARTICIPANT

ÅRESPONDS APPROPRIATELY TO SHOW UNDERSTANDING

ÅANSWERING QUESTIONS

ÅREACTING TO REQUESTS

ÅINTERPRETING MEANING E.G. MOMMYIS ANGRY VS MOMMY IS 

ANGRY

ÅSARCASM, JOKES, EMOTIONS





AUDITORY PROCESSING
BARRIERS:

NORMAL HEARING CHILD

ÅAUDITORY DISCRIMINATION: NOTICING, COMPARING AND DISTINGUISHING BETWEEN 

DIFFERENT SOUNDS (òSEVENTY/SEVENTEENó).

ÅAUDITORY MEMORY:RECALLING WHAT THEYõVE HEARD, EITHER IMMEDIATELY OR WHEN 

THEY NEED IT LATER. 

ÅAUDITORY SEQUENCING: UNDERSTANDING AND RECALLING THE ORDER OF SOUNDS AND 

WORDS (E.G. AFTER HEARING THE WORD òELEPHANTó, THEY WRITE òEPHELANTó INSTEAD OR 

THEY WRITE 735 INSTEAD OF 357).

ÅAUDITORY COMPREHENSION: UNDERSTANDING LONGER AUDITORY MESSAGES INCLUDING 

ENGAGING IN CONVERSATION, FOLLOWING DIRECTIONS AND UNDERSTANDINGSTORIES.




